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traffic
(both

to
deliver

crew
m

em
bers

to
and

from
the

project
w

ork
sites,

as
w

ell
as

to
transport

logs
or

other
biom

ass
m

aterial
for

offsite
processing),

m
achinery

used
for

treatm
ents,

and
helicopters.

W
e

recom
m

end
that the

F
orest

S
ervice

analyze,
and

discuss
in

the
F

E
IS

,
the

projected
greenhouse

gas
em

issions
resulting

from
project

activities
and

consider
strategies

to
m

itigate
these

em
issions.

W
e

also
recom

m
end

that
the

E
E

lS
discuss

the
potential

for
further

reductions
in

air
em

issions
that

could
be

achieved
by

lessening
or

elim
inating

pile
burning

of
residual

fuels
(w

hich
is

proposed
for

both
of

the
action

alternatives)
in

favor
of

biom
ass

energy
production.

In
light

of
the

ten
years

of
restoration

w
ork

that is
planned

for
the

T
obias

P
roject,

as
w

ell
as

the
fuel

treatm
ents

either
underw

ay
or

planned
for

lands
adjacentto

the
proposed

project
area

(and,
thus,

the
econom

ies
of

scale
that

could
be

achieved
from

harvesting
residual

fuels
from

m
ultiple

sites
over

several
years),

w
e

recom
m

end
that

the
F

orest
S

ervice
provide

inform
ation

in
the

E
E

lS
about the

potential
to

incorporate
biom

ass
energy

production
into

the
T

obias
P

roject.

W
e

recognize
the

challenge
the

F
orest

S
ervice

faces
by

im
plem

enting
a

restoration
plan

that
w

ill
rely,

in
part,

on
prescribed

burns
to

achieve
project

objectives.
T

he
location

of
proposed

T
obias

P
roject

activities
com

plicates
the

task
further,

as
it is

part
of

an
air

basin
that has

been
designated

as
a

non-
attainm

ent
area

for
ozone,

P
M

1
0
,

and
P

M
2.5.

T
he

D
E

IS
states

that the
prescribed

fires
conducted

for
the

project
w

ould
be

m
anaged

in
accordance

w
ith

C
alifornia’s

revised
T

itle
17

regulations
(w

hich
are

equivalent
to

a
sm

oke
m

anagem
ent

plan),
therefore

the
prescribed

fires
are

“presum
ed

to
conform

”
(p.

56).
N

evertheless,
the

fm
e

particulate
m

atter
generated

during
prescribed

fires
does

present
a

hum
an

health
risk.

W
e

recom
m

end
that the

F
orest

S
ervice

im
plem

ent B
M

P
s

and
w

ork
w

ith
air

quality
officials

w
ith

the
San

Joaquin
V

alley
A

ir
P

ollution
C

ontrol
D

istrict to
reduce

em
issions

from
prescribed

fire
treatm

ents
to

the
greatest possible

extent.

F
inally,

w
e

w
ould

like
to

see
inform

ation
in

the
FE

IS
that describes

how
clim

ate
change

m
ay

affect
the

T
obias

P
roject.

A
s

m
entioned

previously,
the

D
E

IS
includes

a
lim

ited
analysis

of
projected

em
issions

stem
m

ing
from

project
activities,

and
the

F
orest

S
ervice

does
com

m
it to

im
plem

enting
m

easures
that

w
ould

lead
to

a
m

ore
resilient

forest,
better

able
to

w
ithstand

w
ildfire.

B
ut the

D
E

IS
is

largely
silent

on
the

question
of

how
clim

ate
change

m
ay

alter
the

planning
area,

and
thus

necessitate
changes

in
m

anagem
ent

strategy
and/or

project
activities

to
account

for
clim

ate
change

im
pacts.

W
e

recom
m

end
that the

FE
IS

include
a

description
ofhow

clim
ate

change
m

ay
affect

sensitive
species

w
ithin

the
project

area
and

the
habitats

on
w

hich
these

species
depend.

A
dditionally,

w
e

are
interested

to
know

how
clim

ate
change

effects
m

ay
inform

,
and

potentially
alter,

project
activities

(such
as

replanting)
and

m
anagem

ent decisions
over

the
life

of
the

project.
W

e
recom

m
end

that
the

E
E

lS
and

R
ecord

of
D

ecision

include
a

com
m

itm
entto

m
onitor

clim
ate

change
effects,

and
to

adapt m
anagem

ent
strategies

accordingly
in

order
to

avoid
exacerbating

those
effects,

for
the

duration
of

the
T

obias
P

roject.

W
e

appreciate
the

opportunity
to

review
this

D
E

IS
,

and
are

available
to

discuss
our

com
m

ents.
W

hen

the
E

E
lS

is
released

for
public

review
,

please
send

one
hard

copy
and

one
C

D
to

the
address

above
(m

ail

2
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